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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

Knights of Rizal – Diamond Chapter – Jan. 2012 

Diamond Chapter AntwerpDiamond Chapter AntwerpDiamond Chapter Antwerp———FlandersFlandersFlanders———BelgiumBelgiumBelgium   

Dear Brother Knights of Rizal Diamond Chapter and affiliated chapters in Belgium, Europe and 

worldwide,  

 

Dear friends of our organization, 

Another year is almost passed.  Looking back at the previous Newsletter, we learned that last 

June was a active month for the Knights with an unique exhibition of replicas of Rizal’s typical 

clothes by The Rizal Traveling Museum, a few days later followed by the world’s first viewing 

of the documentary film ‘Rizal, the first hero’ in the presence of the staring actor, the producer 

and the fashion designer.  The latter event took place during Rizal’s birthday celebration and 

the opening of the Rizal library.  At the same time the participants to these abovementioned 

activities could enjoy the beauty of the venue that the Philippine Embassy in Brussels has to 

offer. 

Hopefully you could spend some time with the family(-in law) in The Philippines, in Belgium or 

anywhere in the world and can you categorize this year’s summer as memorable with plenty 

pictures/videos to proof it. 

Some of these pictures might even be so good they can be entered in the international foto 

competition titled ‘SMILES FOR THE WORLD’.  Is it not so that the Filipinos are worldwide 

known for their eternal smiling faces?  Let us show it again.  More details in the letter from the 

Embassy later on. 

After the summer, at the end of October, a big team of dentists voluntarily went to the Philip-
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pines to treat poor people with a dental problem for free.  One of our knights coordinated this gigantic mission whereas his 

wife was part of the medical team.  Another member of the Diamond Chapter and co-sponsor travelled with the team for a 

while. His report about this trip can be found further in this newsletter. 

Before we can close 2012 with a great New Year’s Eve dinner with friends and family, there are still a few dates to look for-

ward to.  The Ladies of Rizal, Brussels invite you all at their Dinner & Dance Christmas party 2012 on December 22nd in Zemst 

(see further). 

Our brother knights of the Charleroi Chapter will have their Knighthood Ceremony one week later, on Saturday December 

29th in Drogenbos (see further). 

And one of the reasons for the establishing of the Order of the Knights of Rizal is to commemorate the day of his birth and 

the day of his death.  So, on December 30th this year it will be no different. 

Everybody is invited to participate with us, Knights and Ladies of Rizal, to the activities in the Philippine Embassy on Sunday 

30 December, starting as from 14:00 with a reception, snacks and food offered by the 4 Belgian Chapters: Aalst, Brussels, 

Charleroi and our own Diamond Chapter. 

 A more elaborated schedule of that day is to be found on one of the following pages. 

We would be very pleased to see you there on this special day to honor, in the presence of Her Excellency Ambassador Victo-

ria S. Bataclan, the national hero, Dr. Jose P. Rizal.  

A year might end but is immediately followed by the next one.  As a Knight we took the oath to spread the ideas and the 

teachings of Rizal. In this context, there is no ending but a continuous effort which, in many cases, results in dubbing new 

convinced Knights.  That is why I am proud to announce that during our 13th chartering Anniversary celebration, next Janu-

ary 26th, we will expand our Chapter with several new Knights.  The well-known venue has been renewed and expanded; the 

food has been top all the time; the brotherhood between Filipinos and Europeans nowhere else stronger. 

In other words, there is no reason to miss the opportunity to witness the above.  Everybody with the right Rizalian mind is 

more than welcome.   

 

Sir Paul Verloo, KCR 

Chapter Commander 2011-2013 

Deputy Area Commander for Belgium 2012-2014  

Diamond Chapter – Antwerp - Belgium 

 

 
NOM 

Board 2010-2012 

Sir Paul Verloo, KCR, Chapter Commander Diamond—Antwerp 

Sir Tony Guansing, KGOR, Regional Commander for Europe 

Sir Dominiek Segaert, KGOR, Area Commander for Belgium 

Sir Peter Van Bogaert, KGOR, Special Adviser to the Supreme Commander Manila 

Sir Kris Van Thillo, KCR, Past Chapter Commander 

Sir Roy De Mol, KCR, Deputy Commander 

Sir Rik Van Tiggel, KCR, Deputy Commander 

Sir Ronny Felix, KCR, Archivist, Editor newsletter 

Sir Danny Vandenbogaerde, KOR 
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Sumptious food, instructive and funny quiz, drinks and gathering among friends; it is becoming the recipe for our annual 

Rizal quiz in the Schuur in Kruibeke. 

Last October 27th we had about 40 participants. New element was a tombola. The lucky guy in this tombola was our own  

board member Sir Rik Van Tiggel who won many prices. Underneath are some pictures of the gathering. 

 

Rizal BBQ and QuizRizal BBQ and QuizRizal BBQ and Quiz   
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This report was made by Sir Peter De Bruyn who attende the Dental Mission project 

together with his wife, Lieve. 

Thank you Sir Peter for your envolvement and this article! 

 

“Thank you so much to all the Belgian volunteers for the good care you took of us. Come again!” Bienvenida Gomez, 56 

years, just received a complete new set of teeth and she looks brilliant with happiness… Out of the many reactions received 

from the patients, it is obvious that they enormously appreciate the Dental Mission Philippines, mainly because many of 

them could not afford a similar treatment by a private dentist due to the high cost. 

Together with my wife Lieve, we went to the Philippines from October, 20th until November, 7th.  The first couple of days, we 

had the pleasure to be welcomed by Sir Peter Van Bogaert, Honorary Consul of the Philippines and his wife Baby.  We were 

invited to stay at their home in Calauan and were able to do some sightseeing in their neighborhood.  Rizal is never far away 

in the Philippines and on our way to Calauan, we passed Calamba, where Dr. José Rizal was born on June, 19th 1861.  A huge 

statue inaugurated in 2011 is commemorating the birth of our Hero.  We were also honored to be able to visit the Headquar-

ters of the Order of Rizal on Roxas Boulevard (in Manila) where we were welcomed by the Administrative Officer, Sir Arnold 

L. Montero. 

 

Sir Peter Van Bogaert & Sir Peter De Bruyn at the statue of Rizal in CalambaSir Peter Van Bogaert & Sir Peter De Bruyn at the statue of Rizal in Calamba  
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Sir Peter De Bruyn and Sir Peter Van Bogaert at the Headquarters of Rizal in ManilaSir Peter De Bruyn and Sir Peter Van Bogaert at the Headquarters of Rizal in Manila  

 

 

The Third Dental Mission Philippines took place in Koronodal city, situated on the most southern island of the Philippines, 

Mindanao.  The Philippines, an archipelago consisting of 7.107 islands, has recently reached 100 million inhabitants, of 

which the main part is Roman Catholic.  This year, the mission was organized in collaboration with “Operation Smile”, an 

international medical charity organization mainly operating children with cleft lip and open palate. 

47 Belgian volunteers (dentists, dental technicians, etc.) landed on Ninoy Aquino International Airport in Manila, on Thurs-

day, October, 25th.  Through a local flight, the group arrived in General Santos (Mindanao) 

where the journey took them further to “The Farm” in Koronodal, the location for the mission.  

The trip went through a beautiful scenery, with deeply carved river beds, never ending  pine-

apple plantations from the American company Dole and on the background hills which finally 

end in the mountains Matutum and Busa, where the biggest eagle in the world holds its 

nests, the Philippine Monkey Eating Eagle. 

The first afternoon, a group of volunteers left for the South Cotabato Gym and Cultural Center, the venue of the Dental Mis-

sion.  A few volunteers left for the South Cotabato Provincial Hospital, the location for the local Operation 

Smile Mission.  The volunteers of both missions installed all their material and took all necessary preparations 

in order to be able to start the mission.  

The first night ended with a welcome dinner, offered by the Governor of South Cotabato, Mr. Arthur Y Pingoy 

jr.  

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The next day it was busy around the Gym and Cultural Center when the bus with the Belgian delegates arrived.  All patients 

had been screened in advance and strolled into the Center after which they were guided to the respective division where 

they were going to be treated.  The Hall was divided into four Divisions: 

Oral Surgery where teeth were extracted; 

Prostho (labo) where new sets of teeth on measure were produced and “obturators.” 

Resto and Endio where fillings were executed 

Oral prophylaxis where calculus was removed and the teeth were cleaned 

 

The Resto and Endio department where fillings were executedThe Resto and Endio department where fillings were executed  

Because preventions are at least as important as treatment, a prevention team executed visits to schools in the Province in 

order to learn to children how they have to maintain their teeth. 

During the first day of the Mission, an obvious amount of patients was treated for a new set of teeth. Primary to the Mission, 

approximately 350 sets of teeth had been made in the Philippines which needed to be tested, and if needed adapted. On top 

of this number, some 100 new sets of teeth were made by the prostho team during this mission. 
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Dental Mission: production of prothesesDental Mission: production of protheses  

Each morning of the Mission started with a good breakfast under the patio, a great covered terrace  in “The Farm”, followed 

by a briefing.  The numbers of the treatments of the previous day were always communicated and confirmed and an evalua-

tion was made. 

 

Each evening ended with a typical Filipino buffet: lechon or pork (Philippine specialty), pansit (a type of vermicelli originating 

from the Chinese who first discovered the island), fried fish, rice, etc. Also the delicious fruits could not be missed: pineapple, 

bananas, papaya, etc.  A local beer (San Miguel) and a rum (Tanduay) with local music from a band were the ideal ingredi-

ents to end the day. 

 

Without any doubt, this mission can be seen as a great success.  The perfect organization (thanks to Sir Geert Verhaegen and 

his charming wife, Faith), sometimes in difficult circumstances, definitely contributed to this success.  But above all, the posi-

tive, friendly and flexible attitude of the volunteers, combined with the immense willingness to work hand in hand with the 

Filipino colleagues, resulted in a fantastic result.  Thanks to the third Dental Mission Philippines, 6.110 patients did receive a 

treatment and thanks to Operation Smile, some 47 patients were treated.  The group of volunteers, a mixture of young and 

experienced dentists, did show a dynamism and team spirit seldom observed.  

 

 

 

(Continued from page 7) 
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One of the patients, just before and after the One of the patients, just before and after the 

operationoperation  

This mission gave a new face to all treated patients, so 

that they could smile again, so typical for all Filipinos.  It is 

this smile which we cherish and gave a special place in our 

warm harts, never to forget… 

 

Mabuhay ang Filipinas, 
Long live the Philippines 
 
Non omnis moriar 
 
Sir Peter De Bruyn 

 

 

                                                                            Streetlife in ManilaStreetlife in Manila  

 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Knighthood Ceremony 
 

Restaurant: La Cite du Mandarin 

1st Floor 

192 R. Kuiken 

1620 Drogenbos 

 

December 29, 2012 (Saturday) 

Knighthood Ceremony: 17h30 (5:30pm)sharp! 

Dinner: 19h00 (7:00pm) 

Eat All You Can! 

Drink All You Can! 

Participation fee: 35,00€ 

Dress Code: 

KOR Official Uniform 

Coat & Tie or Barong Tagalog 

Visitors/Guests: Formal 

Contact person: 

 

Sir Willy Cruz, KCR – GSM: 0478 394 573 

Sir Mario Fajardo, KCR – GSM: 0488 310 083 

Sir Cris Pinkihan, KOR- GSM: 0485 469 338 

Sir Guy Libau, KOR – GSM: 0472 405 059 

 

 
 

Order of the Knights of Rizal 

“Chartered Under Republic Act 646” 

A Civic, Patriotic and Cultural, 

Non Sectraian, Non Partisan 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

17 

 

Invitation & Program 

Rizal Day 2012 

 
Philippine Embassy 

Avenue Molière, 297, 1050 Brussels 

 

Sunday, December 30th, 2012. 
13:30 – 18:00 

 
13:30  Doors open and welcome at the Philippine Embassy 

14:00  Reception, including hot soup, chicken sandwiches, finger foods and pancit. 

15:00  Flower Offering headed by H.E. Ambassador Victoria Bataclan 

 (at Rizal statue in the garden, if weather permits) 

15:30  Cultural program with short inspirational speeches, folk songs and folk dance presented by the 4 

Belgian Chapters of the Knights of Rizal and the Kababaihang Rizalistas in the Presidents’ Hall. 

 

All Filipinos and everybody interested in the Philippine Hero are welcome to commemorate with us the 

untimely death of Dr. Jose P. Rizal. 
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InvitationInvitationInvitation   

13th Chartering Anniversary  

KOR Diamond Chapter - Antwerp - Belgium  

Saturday 26 January 2013 

WHERE  

SALONS DE WATERMEULEN (renewed) – Burchtstraat 160 – 9150 KRUIBEKE – location: www.watermeulen.be  

PROGRAM  

 welcome reception  

 dubbing ceremony of new Knights (KR) – elevation to KOR – exaltation to KCR  

 toast on the new year  

 fraternal dinner – world buffet with drinks  

 news from the Diamond Chapter – Belgian Council – European Council – Supreme Council 

 Folk dance by the ladies 

 dessert – coffee – fellowship  

 Dancing – disco  

PARTICIPATION  

60 EUR members and non-members – children from 7 half price – everything included till 12 midnight (all drinks, 

apero, wines, water, coffee, …)  

RESERVATION  

Before Jan. 21 through confirmation  

paul.verloo@hotmail.com – 0486 565 806  

dominiek.segaert@skynet.be – 0479 691 865  

PAYMENT  

We prefer payment on the account:  

Diamond Chapter Rizal – Venneborglaan 90 – 2100 Deurne  

IBAN BE86 9796 0951 3750  

BIC ARSPBE22  
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CALENDARCALENDARCALENDAR      

 

 December 30th: Rizal Day 

 January 26th 2013: 13th Chartering Anniversary Diamond Chapter—De Watermeulen—

Kruibeke 

 13th April: Rizal Garden Party (At the house of Sir Peter De Bruyn in Aalter) 

   

   

NEXT NEWSLETTERNEXT NEWSLETTERNEXT NEWSLETTER      
 

Our next Newsletter will be published in January 2013.  

Please feel free to forward this Newsletter to anyone who shows an interest in the Knights of Rizal! They are always 

welcome at one of our activities.  

Also former members who wish to receive again news from our Chapter are free to request to put their email address again 

on our list. We respect the view of everybody!  

Please send suggestions, articles (also from the OTHER BELGIAN CHAPTERS) to the Chapter Commander.  
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Sir Danny VANDENBOGAERDE, KOR  - Mob. 0478 420 404 

danny.vandenbogaerde@telenet.be  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir Gert MEEUWSSEN, KOR Sir Kris Ortmanns, KCR, Former Chapter Commander  

 

 

THE MEMBERSTHE MEMBERSTHE MEMBERS   

MEMBERS (UPDATE SINCE Jan. 2011) Sir Pros SLACHMUYLDERS, KGOR, Chartering Commander  (Hon. Member)   

Sir Albert BIJLOOS, KOR Sir Fr. Paul ZWAENEPOEL, KCR, (Hon. Member)  

Sir Frank VAN OVERLOOP, KOR Sir Dirk VANDEWEGHE, KOR 

Sir Marc WOUTERS, KR Sir Geert VERHAEGEN, KOR 

 

Sir Hugo SPEELMANS, KOR  Sir Frankie VERCAMMEN, KOR 

Sir Rudy LUYCKX, KOR Sir Eric BORGHIJS, KOR   

Sir Dirk WIEME, KOR Sir François VERRIJT, KR 

Sir Sylvain HERREMANS, KOR Sir Willy Hermans, KOR  

Sir Joseph SNEYAERT, KOR Sir Andre Heyse, KR 

Sir Johan DE BOECK, KR Sir Peter De Bruyne, KR  

Sir Martin HEMELAER, KOR Sir Serge Vandenesse, KR 

Sir Guy WATERLOOS, KOR Sir Christian VANDERZEYPEN, KR 

Sir Marc HELSEN, KOR Sir Joeri VERTONGEN, KR 

Sir André FROEHLINGER, KR Sir Dennis VAN DESSEL, KR 

Sir Gerard VAN POPPEL, KR Sir Gino MOENS, KR 

Sir Daniël ARKESTEYN, KR Sir Kristoff MORTIER, K0R  

Sir Manuel DUCHESNE, KR  

Sir Thomas ROMAN (Hon. Member)  Sir Alain RENS, KCR (Hon. Member)  

Sir Fr. BAGO, KR (Hon. Member) Sir Roland VAN REMOORTELE, KCR (Hon. Member) 

Sir H.E. Christian MEERSCHMAN, KCR (Ambassador of the Kingdom of Sir Grégoire VARDAKIS, KCR (Hon. Member )  
Belgium in Manila – Philippines – July 3, 2010)    

Sir Julien Kusé, KR   

  

Sir Paul VERLOO, KCR – ( 03 5424411 
CHAPTER COMMANDER 2011—2013 

 paul.verloo@hotmail.com  

Sir Dominiek SEGAERT, KGOR -  ( 050 601320 – Mob. 0479 691 865 
AREA COMMANDER BELGIUM—Past Chapter Commander 2008—2011 

dominiek.segaert@skynet.be  

Sir Peter VAN BOGAERT, KGOR – ( 03 3257116 
ADVISER – TRUSTEE – SPECIAL ADVISER TO THE SUPREME COMMANDER 

pb.vanbogaert@skynet.be 

Sir Tony GUANSING, KGOR –  ( 03 2191491 
TRUSTEE – REGIONAL COMMANDER FOR EUROPE, LIFE TIME MEMBER 

guansing@telenet.be 

Sir Kris VAN THILLO, KCR – ( 03 6664385 
CO-SECRETARY – PAST CHAPTER COMMANDER 

krimas@telenet.be 

Sir Roy DE MOL, KCR – ( 03 5419482 
EXCHEQUER – DEPUTY COMMANDER 

roydemol@skynet.be 

Sir Rik VAN TIGGEL, KCR  – ( 0475 763663 
DEPUTY COMMANDER & CO-CHANCELLOR 

rik@zoomed.eu 

Sir Ronny FELIX, KCR –03 252 77 81   -  Mob.  0473 491 482 

ARCHIVIST - LAYOUT & CO-EDITOR NEWSLETTER 

felilong@gmail.com 

 

 

WEBMASTERWEBMASTERWEBMASTER   

Sir Danny BERGHMANS, K0R –  0488 05 36 03  

webmaster@knightsofrizal.be 

THE BOARD OF DIAMOND CHAPTERTHE BOARD OF DIAMOND CHAPTERTHE BOARD OF DIAMOND CHAPTER   
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