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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

Knights of Rizal – Diamond Chapter – Jan. 2012 

Diamond Chapter AntwerpDiamond Chapter AntwerpDiamond Chapter Antwerp———FlandersFlandersFlanders———BelgiumBelgiumBelgium   

Dear Brother Knights of Rizal Diamond Chapter and affiliated chapters in Belgium, Europe and 

worldwide,  

 

Dear friends of our organization, 

 

Before we start our vacation break, there still are some important activities in June. 

First we have the Philippines Independence Day celebrations in Brussels and Bruges. 

One of the important events in June is the exhibition of the RIZAL Traveling Museum in the 

Embassy of the Philippines . Thanks to the efforts of the KOR Belgian Area Council and  

especially the enthusiasm of Sir Dominiek Segaert, Belgian Area Commander, a team from the 

Philippines which is headed by mr John Ablaza  will show, amongst others, some of the really 

worn garments by José Rizal.  The exhibition will be officially opened on 16th June, followed by 

a gala dinner in the Best Western hotel in Brussels. 

 

Also on June 19th we have the commemoration of the birth of Dr José Rizal . 

Also special attention will be given to the 10th anniversary of “Friendship for the Philippines”, 

an organization in Knokke-Heist that supports educational projects in Davao, Philippines and 

promoted by Sir Dominiek. We invite everyone to attend this yearly happening at our Belgian 

coast! 

More details of all the activities you will find in this newsletter. 
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In this newsletter we also have a report from the dubbing ceremony in the Brussels Chapter. Congratulations to the new 

Knights and the exalted knights! 

 

Once again we invite everyone to send some articles or ideas for the next newsletters to the board.  

Those who go on vacation in the Philippines might find inspiration there! 

 

We wish everyone a save journey and a wonderful vacation! 

 

 

Fraternal greetings, 

Sir Ronny Felix, KCR 

Archivist, Layout and co-editor newsletter 

Diamond Chapter - Antwerp 

NOM 
Board 2010-2012 

Sir Paul Verloo, KCR, Chapter Commander Diamond—Antwerp 

Sir Tony Guansing, KGOR, Regional Commander for Europe 

Sir Dominiek Segaert, KGOR, Area Commander for Belgium 

Sir Peter Van Bogaert, KGOR, Special Adviser to the Supreme Commander Manila 

Sir Kris Van Thillo, KCR, Past Chapter Commander 

Sir Roy De Mol, KCR, Deputy Commander 

Sir Rik Van Tiggel, KCR, Deputy Commander 

Sir Ronny Felix, KCR, Archivist, Editor newslett 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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After some meetings had taken place at the residence of Sir Felino Paras and also at the Best Western Hotel County House, 

this time the meeting was scheduled at the Philippine Embassy and KOR Diamond provided some sandwiches and soft 

drinks. 

Main topic of the meeting was the organising of the Rizal Travel Museum and viewing of the new documentary “Rizal The 

Hero” during the period of June 14 till June 21 with high lights June 16 with opening, guiding tours, reception at the Philip-

pine Embassy followed by a Gala-Dinner-Night at Best Western Hotel. 

During the meeting – that was also attended by Atty. Mr. Roy Ecraela, Consul General of the Philippine Embassy – the pro-

gram was discussed, the hosting by guest families and the fact that each of the four active chapters would offer one dinner 

to the group of 6 of Mr. John Caravana Ablaza and Company: Mr. Jourdan Alonso Sebastian, Mr. Jaime Paolo Torralba 

Abella, Miss Frances Victoria Magno Espinosa, Mr. Giovani Manuel Vicente, Mr. Ludovico D. Badoy, Executive Director III, 

National Historical Commission of the Philippines. 

 

The meeting, presided by Area Commander Sir Dominiek Segaert was attended by Sir Antonio Guansing, Sir Felino Paras, Sir 

Rudy Nollas, Sir Paul Verloo, Sir Antonieto Sienes, Sir Mario Fajardo. Sir Jimboy Rebong of Aalst was excused and also Am-

bassador H.E. Victoria Bataclan who gave her sympathy and the help of the Embassy in the Rizal Traveling Museum Project. 

The Area Council asked to Mr. Ecraela if the Embassy could assist in taking the group from the Airport on June 14 with all the 

exhibit material and to bring them back to the Airport at the end of their stay, June 21. Set up of the exhibit would take place 

on June 15. June 16 opening en June 19 closing of the exhibit on the 151st commemoration of the birthday of Rizal. 

 

Sir Dominiek offered to assist in the follow up of the Visa-application and also in informing for the host families. Traveling 

and the costs of Visa are sponsored in the Philippines. So only the staying of the group during one week would be the task of 

the KOR Area Council. 

If the Visa is ok, the project can go on. Meeting ended 8.15 p.m. and also the following topics were on the agenda: member-

ship dues Belgian Chapters to Manila, election Supreme Council. (Visa: ok now – May 29). 

 

 

REPORTREPORTREPORT   

AREA COUNCIL MEETINGAREA COUNCIL MEETINGAREA COUNCIL MEETING   

MONDAY MARCH 26 MONDAY MARCH 26 MONDAY MARCH 26 –––   201220122012      
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On March 31st we organized our yearly brotherhood activity in de Schuur with an exceptionally large number of 70 partici-
pants.  
We could also welcome a brother knight from the newly created Stuttgart Chapter, Sir Jose Ubaldo  and his girlfriend. 
After a welcome word and a brief introduction by Sir Paul, Sir Dominiek gave a presentation of the cultural differences be-

tween the Philippines and Belgium. 

Following this presentation, Sir Paul had prepared a quiz regarding the topics of the presentation. 

The winners received their price from Sir Paul and then a picture was taken together with the board. 

And of course, the bbq provided by the caterer, was very sumptuous and delicious!… 

 

Remember that our next activity in de Schuur will be held on Saturday 27th October. 

 Mark your agenda! 

A view of the participants 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

Rizal Quiz and BBQRizal Quiz and BBQRizal Quiz and BBQ———31st April 201231st April 201231st April 2012   
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Concentration! 

The winners and Sir Jose Ubaldo (Stuttgart Chapter) and girlfriend, together with the board 

 

(Continued from page 4) 



 
 
 
 

 

 

6 

 

Two new candidates of the Rizal Brussels Chapter under the guidance of Sir Antonieto Sienes, KCR, were dubbed 
to KR: Sir Marlon R. Bacosa, Sir Roger Degreef. Exal-
tation to the 3rd degree of Knight Commander of Rizal 
(KCR): Sir Rustico De La Fuente, KOR, Labor At-
tachee, Sir Willy Cruz, KOR and Sir Jose Perez, KOR. 
After the entrance of the color, Pambansang Awit Ng 
Pilipinas, Sir Philippe Yap, KR inspired us with the 
pledge to the flag, followed by a prayer lead by Rev. 
Fr. Bago. Sir Antonio Guansing, our Regional Com-
mander KOR Europe led the ceremonies for knighting 
followed by an inspiring message by Atty. Roy 

Ecraela, Consul General. Short messages of Sir Rudy 
Nollas, Sir Cesar Alcoba and Sir Dominiek Segaert, 
Area Commander Belgium (outgoing) ended the cere-
mony. Sir Dominiek gave Certificates of Gratefulness 
to Atty. Roy Ecraela, Sir Antonio Guansing, Sir Felino 
Paras, Sir Rudy Nollas, Sir Cesar Alcoba, Sir Antonieto 
Sienes, Sir Willy Cruz, Sir Mario Fajardo and Sir 
Johnny Villa. A reception and dinner at Best Western 
County House ended the inspiring activity attended 
by almost 50 people. Welcome address: Sir Jose 
Perez, introduction of speaker Sir Mario Fajardo. Sir 
Lino Paras gave an inspirational message. The meeting ended with a message of Sir Antonio Guansing while Sir 
Rudy Nollas acted as Master of Ceremonies. Congrats KOR Rizal Brussels! Sir Paul Verloo, our very own Chap 
Comm. had to excuse himself. 

 

 

KOR DIAMOND ATTENDED RIZALS BRUSSELS CHAPTERKOR DIAMOND ATTENDED RIZALS BRUSSELS CHAPTERKOR DIAMOND ATTENDED RIZALS BRUSSELS CHAPTER   

EXALTATION & INDUCTION CEREMONY EXALTATION & INDUCTION CEREMONY EXALTATION & INDUCTION CEREMONY    

FRATERNAL DINNER FRATERNAL DINNER FRATERNAL DINNER –––   MAY 13, 2012MAY 13, 2012MAY 13, 2012   

Dubbing of the new knights 

Sir Rustico De La Fuente, Labor Attachee 

was exalted to KCR 
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THE RIZAL TRAVELING MUSEUM &THE RIZAL TRAVELING MUSEUM &THE RIZAL TRAVELING MUSEUM &   

PREMIERE “RIZAL THE HERO”PREMIERE “RIZAL THE HERO”PREMIERE “RIZAL THE HERO”   

GALAGALAGALA---DINNERDINNERDINNER   

JUNE 16JUNE 16JUNE 16---19 201219 201219 2012   

PHILIPPINE EMBASSYPHILIPPINE EMBASSYPHILIPPINE EMBASSY   

HOTEL BEST WESTERN COUNTY HOUSE HOTEL BEST WESTERN COUNTY HOUSE HOTEL BEST WESTERN COUNTY HOUSE ---   BRUSSELSBRUSSELSBRUSSELS   

Already many months the plans were drafted to bring the Rizal Traveling Museum to Belgium. You can expect real clothes, 
books, letters but also replicas made by the famous Filipino fashion designer John Ablaza. 

After a lot of preparations, diplomatic meetings, 
an important Area Council Meeting of Knights of 
Rizal Belgium our Area Commander for Belgium, 
Sir Dominiek Segaert, KGOR, member of the 
board of KOR Diamond and Past Chapter Com-
mander was finally given the green light for the 
Visas of the group of Mr. John Ablaza.  

It is official now: the Rizal Travelling Museum 
will open on June 16 at 3 p.m. at the Philippine 

Embassy in Brussels, followed by a guided tour in 
three groups of the exhibit, a reception and a gala-
dinner not to be forgotten at Hotel Best Western, 
County House at Square des Héros, Brussels. 

On that evening also the new documentary “Rizal The 
Hero” will be projected for the 1st time and intro-
duced by the producer, actor and writer. See bro-
chure. 

(Continued on page 8) 

UNBELIEVABLE BUT TRUEUNBELIEVABLE BUT TRUEUNBELIEVABLE BUT TRUE   

FINALLY IN BELGIUMFINALLY IN BELGIUMFINALLY IN BELGIUM      
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Participation GALA-DINNER BUFFET JUNE 16 

Included all drinks (apero, wines, water, coffee) 

Exclusive non-stop buffet with desserts 

7 p.m. Best Western Square des Héros - Brussels 

59 EUR - enrol before June 12 - max.100 participants 

Sir Dominiek Segaert, KGOR Area Commander 

Cell 0479 691865  dominiek.segaert@skynet.be 

Please payment 738-1230636-19 of KBC / cash 

You can also inform Sir Paul Verloo, Chap Comm. if you will attend 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Order of the Knights of Rizal 

Area Council Belgium – Europe 

‘’Non Omnis Moriar’’ 

6 PM – PHILIPPINE EMBASSY 

SPECIAL PROGRAM WITH 

 NATIONAL ANTHEM 

 INVOCATION 

 FLOWER LAYING – MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 EACH CHAPTER PRESENTS RIZAL 

 KOR DIAMOND LADIES : MARIA CLARA NUMBER 

 INSPIRATIONAL MESSAGE AMBASSADOR H.E. VICTORIA BATACLAN 

 2ND VIEWING « RIZAL THE HERO » 

 RECEPTION & SALO SALO KABABAIHANG RIZALISTA  

 

Drinks offered by Sir Dominiek & Leah (on the occasion of the end of duty as Area Commander 
KOR Belgium 2010-2012) 

Participation : free – please inform Sir Paul Verloo, KCR, 

 Chap Comm. KOR Diamond your participation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMEMORATION 151ST ANNIVERSARYCOMMEMORATION 151ST ANNIVERSARYCOMMEMORATION 151ST ANNIVERSARY   

BIRTHDAY DR. JOSE RIZALBIRTHDAY DR. JOSE RIZALBIRTHDAY DR. JOSE RIZAL   

JUNE 19, 2012JUNE 19, 2012JUNE 19, 2012   
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The small NGO Friendship for 

the Philippines – based in 

Knokke-Heist – exists on Sep. 

23, 2012 already 10 years. 

Together with already 

supported projects by our 

Knights of the Diamond 

Chapter (Operation Smile, 

Dental Mission, Coming 

Home, victims of the 

floodings, Trias) Friendship 

has been choosen by the 

board to be supported again 

during the Rizalian year 2012. 

The last 10 years Friendship 

has established new 

classrooms, made new class 

furniture, blackboards, installed a new library with a reasonable amount of books and multimedia, computers, provided 

scholarships to students of the Saint Michael’s school in Padada, Davao del Sur, supported a street youth house Balay 

Pasilungan in Bankerohan in Davao City where more or les 60 street youth (between 6 and 17 years old) are living in good 

conditions. Some of the projects that 

Friendship were able to establish: a new 

sleeping room for the boys, cabinets, 

instalment of a bakery with professional 

tools for baking bread, cakes, pizza’s, a 

bakery shop for selling the products, 

providing games, bikes, building new toilets 

and showers, organising  yearly outing to 

Samal island with a complete program. 

Projects that are in the pipeline for this 

summer are supporting and maintaining a 

remote area elementary school in Piape 

Barangay, especially providing basic learning 

tools for children with serious learning 

problems, providing new black boards and if 

the finances allow us, restoration of two 

class rooms. 

The last 10 years Friendship invested almost 3 million pesos. 

On the pictures we see some souvenirs of the last years. 

(Continued on page 15) 

VRIENDSCHAP VOOR DE FILIPPIJNEN VRIENDSCHAP VOOR DE FILIPPIJNEN VRIENDSCHAP VOOR DE FILIPPIJNEN    

FRIENDSHIP FOR THE PHILIPPINESFRIENDSHIP FOR THE PHILIPPINESFRIENDSHIP FOR THE PHILIPPINES   
10 YEARS with support of10 YEARS with support of10 YEARS with support of   

KNIGHTS OF RIZAL KNIGHTS OF RIZAL KNIGHTS OF RIZAL –––   DIAMOND CHAPTERDIAMOND CHAPTERDIAMOND CHAPTER   
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Details can be found on the website 

www.vvfilippijnen.be with all news also about the 

upcoming celebration of 10 years VVF on Sun. Sep. 

23 in Knokke-Heist, starting 11 a.m. with a special 

celebration with performance of Filipiniana Europa 

from Leuven (under the direction of Juliet Regidor), 

update project, reception IN the Cultural Centre 

Scharpoord, Meerlaan 32, Knokke-Heist, followed 

at 12.30 p.m. by the barbecue at Saint Bernards 

Sports Centre in front of the Cultural Centre. 

Parking: on the playground of the school at Majoor 

Van Dammestraat. 

Welcome! In the name of Friendship, Sir Dominiek 

& Lady Leah Segaert-Gallego, KGOR, President 

VVF. Order your tickets now. Maximum capacity 

280 people. 

dominiek.segaert@skynet.be 

(Continued from page 14) 

http://www.vvfilippijnen.be/
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New youth organizationNew youth organizationNew youth organization   

Dear brother knights, 
 
Our webmaster, Sir Danny Berghmans, KOR, has decided to set up a organization that aim to educate the 
youth in the teachings and values as envisioned by Dr. José Rizal.  Especially children born outside the Philip-

pines are sometimes not fully aware of the consequences that the lofty ideals of this hero have brought to the 
world. In order to fill up this void in an appropriate way, the educational part will be complemented with other 
programs that are appealing to the adolescents and young grown-ups of today, like music and dance. 
 
The participation is open for all youngsters with an open mind and hungry to find out more about the exem-
plary, heroic life of Dr. José Rizal. 

 

Reality can surpass the imaginable!  Ideals of a visionary can change the world!  Learn more about the way he 
saw the world as a peaceful heaven considering existing cultures, human dignity and respect for the fellow-
men. Even after more than a century, his ideals are still actual, and not only in Asia but actually all over the 
world. 
 
The sooner one is familiar to Rizal’s teachings to sooner one can live to it.  Nobody is born a hero, but living 

according the right principals is surely a step into the right direction. 
 
Sir Paul Verloo 
Chapter Commander 
Diamond Chapter - Antwerp 
 

 

 

 http://www.kabataan-rizal.org 

 
 

 
 

  

Kabataan Para Ni Rizal 

 
  

Youth for Rizal 

  
 

  

  

Our organization "KABATAAN PARA NI RIZAL" or "YOUTH FOR RIZAL" will teach the learning’s and 
writings of the Philippine hero Dr. José Protacio Rizal Mercado y Alonso Realonda to our youth in 
an enjoyable and active way.  
  

We will teach our youth about the life and achievements of the Philippine national hero Dr. José Rizal, about a young Fili-
pino and martyr that never must be forgotten. 

  
Of course we are aware that teachings can be very boring for our youth, and that's why we will make a nice combination of 
teaching, dance and music during our meetings.  
  
Sir Danny Berghmans 
President Kabataan para ni Rizal 

http://www.kabataan-rizal.org/
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CALENDARCALENDARCALENDAR      

 

 June 10th: Philippines Independence Day in Brussels 

 16-19th June: Rizal Traveling Museum — Philippine Embassy 

 June 17th: Philippines Independence Day in Bruges (Belfort) 

 June 19th: Birthday of Rizal 

 September 23rd: 10 Years Friendship for the Philippines 

 October 27th: Activity in “De Schuur” - Kruibeke 

 December 30th: Rizal Day 

   

   

NEXT NEWSLETTERNEXT NEWSLETTERNEXT NEWSLETTER      
 

Our next Newsletter will be published in September or October 2012.  

Please feel free to forward this Newsletter to anyone who shows an interest in the Knights of Rizal! They are always 

welcome at one of our activities.  

Also former members who wish to receive again news from our Chapter are free to request to put their email address again 

on our list. We respect the view of everybody!  

Please send suggestions, articles (also from the OTHER BELGIAN CHAPTERS) to the Chapter Commander.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sir Willy Hermans, KOR 

 

Sir Gert MEEUWSSEN, KOR Sir Dirk VANDEWEGHE, KOR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MEMBERSTHE MEMBERSTHE MEMBERS   

MEMBERS (UPDATE SINCE Jan. 2011) Sir Pros SLACHMUYLDERS, KGOR, Chartering Commander  (Hon. Member)   

Sir Albert BIJLOOS, KOR Sir Fr. Paul ZWAENEPOEL, KCR, (Hon. Member)  

Sir Frank VAN OVERLOOP, KOR Sir Danny VANDENBOGAERDE, KOR  

Sir Marc WOUTERS, KR Sir Geert VERHAEGEN, KOR 

 

Sir Hugo SPEELMANS, KOR  Sir Frankie VERCAMMEN, KOR 

Sir Rudy LUYCKX, KOR Sir Eric BORGHIJS, KOR   

Sir Dirk WIEME, KOR Sir François VERRIJT, KR 

Sir Sylvain HERREMANS, KOR  

Sir Joseph SNEYAERT, KOR Sir Andre Heyse, KR 

Sir Johan DE BOECK, KR Sir Peter De Bruyne, KR  

Sir Martin HEMELAER, KOR Sir Serge Vandenesse, KR 

Sir Guy WATERLOOS, KOR Sir Christian VANDERZEYPEN, KR 

Sir Marc HELSEN, KOR Sir Joeri VERTONGEN, KR 

Sir André FROEHLINGER, KR Sir Dennis VAN DESSEL, KR 

Sir Gerard VAN POPPEL, KR Sir Gino MOENS, KR 

Sir Daniël ARKESTEYN, KR Sir Kristoff MORTIER, KOR  

Sir Manuel DUCHESNE, KR  

Sir Thomas ROMAN (Hon. Member)  Sir Alain RENS, KCR (Hon. Member)  

Sir Fr. BAGO, KR (Hon. Member) Sir Roland VAN REMOORTELE, KCR (Hon. Member) 

Sir H.E. Christian MEERSCHMAN, KCR (Ambassador of the Kingdom of  Sir Grégoire VARDAKIS, KCR (Hon. Member )  
Belgium in Manila – Philippines – July 3, 2010)    
Sir Julkien Kusé, KR Sir Kris Ortmanns, KCR, Former Chapter Commander  

 

Sir Pascal Ockermans—Postulant  
   

  

  

Sir Paul VERLOO, KCR –  03 5424411 
CHAPTER COMMANDER 2011—2013 

 paul.verloo@hotmail.com  

Sir Dominiek SEGAERT, KGOR -   050 601320 – Mob. 0479 691 865 
AREA COMMANDER BELGIUM—Past Chapter Commander 2008—2011 

dominiek.segaert@skynet.be  

Sir Peter VAN BOGAERT, KGOR –  03 3257116 
ADVISER – TRUSTEE – SPECIAL ADVISER TO THE SUPREME COMMANDER 

pb.vanbogaert@skynet.be 

Sir Tony GUANSING, KGOR –   03 2191491 
TRUSTEE – REGIONAL COMMANDER FOR EUROPE, LIFE TIME MEMBER 

guansing@telenet.be 

Sir Kris VAN THILLO, KCR –  03 6664385 
CO-SECRETARY – PAST CHAPTER COMMANDER 

krimas@telenet.be 

Sir Roy DE MOL, KCR –  03 5419482 
EXCHEQUER – DEPUTY COMMANDER 

roydemol@skynet.be 

Sir Rik VAN TIGGEL, KCR  –  0475 763663 
DEPUTY COMMANDER & CO-CHANCELLOR 

rik@zoomed.eu 

Sir Ronny FELIX, KCR –03 252 77 81   -  Mob.  0473 491 482 
ARCHIVIST - LAYOUT & CO-EDITOR NEWSLETTER 

felilong@gmail.com 

WEBMASTERWEBMASTERWEBMASTER   

Sir Danny BERGHMANS, KOR –  0488 05 36 03   

webmaster@knightsofrizal.be  

THE BOARD OF DIAMOND CHAPTERTHE BOARD OF DIAMOND CHAPTERTHE BOARD OF DIAMOND CHAPTER   
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