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Knights of Rizal z Diamond Chapter z Jan. 2009
INTRODUCTION AND TOAST ON THE ASSEMBLY

Dear Brother Knights of Rizal

It is with great pleasure that we send you issue 15 of our Newsletter, now already i its 2
volume since its birth in 2008.

In this September issue | want to invite you all as much as possible to our upcoming activities
in the spirit of Dr. Rizal.

Especially | want to salute the delegation of 18 participants of our beloved KOR Diamond
Chapter to attend the % European Assembly to be held in Prague this upcoming Se8-17
19-20.

The Diamond Chapter will be represented by:

Sir Antonio & Lady Susan GUANSING, KGOR, Regional Commander for Europe
Sir Peter & Lady Babes VAN BOGAERT, KGOR, Special Adviser to the Supreme Commander




|
Sir Pros SLACHMUYLDERS, KGOR, Chartering Commander of the KOR Diamond Chapter

Sir Paul & Lady Mayet VERLOO, KOR, Chancellor

Sir Ronny & Lady Phoebe FELIX, KR

Sir Dirk & Lady Grace VANDEWEGHE, KR and daughter Nicky
Sir Guy & Lady Mercy WATERLOOS, KR

Sir Geert & Lady Faith VERHAEGEN, KR

Sir Marc & Lady Felly HELSEN, KR

Sir Kristoff MORTIER, KR

Sir Father BAGO, KR

| am sure that also those Knights who cannot attend, will be in full spirit and will surely want to know about the program
and brotherhood atmosphere during the Assembly. In this issue the totally updated program that was send to us by Sir
Noubikko of Prague.

I myself | fully regret | cannot attend and take part in the Assembly due to the fact | have to teach on Friday till evening
(missing already the program of Thursday and Friday) and it is impossible to take a plane still that day. To arriveabnly on S
urday noon and to leave already Prague on Sunday afternoon, gives me no opportunity and chance to really enjoy and par-
ticipate seriously at the Assembly. So | deeply feel sorry for this and my thoughts go to you all.

Diamond Chapter: | am proud of this beautiful delegation together with the other Belgian Chapters of the Belgian Council.

Good luck to you all and God bless this Assembly!

Yours sincerely

Sir Dominiek SEGAERT, KCR

Chapter Commander KOR Diamond
Deputy Area Commander BelgiupEurope

DIAMOND CHAPTER CAPTURED DURING SUMMER

From May till September 2009 the KOR Diamond Chapter was not sleeping and in full action.

May 23a delegation of Diamond attended the Dinner for a Caust
Gabay Kabataan Program and Gala Night of the Rizal Aalst C
headed by Sir Albert AREVALO, KCR in De Brug Zaal in Aalst]
that evening KOR Diamond Chapter offered a resolution of bro
hood and friendship between Diamond & Aalst Chapter by Sir O
niek SEGAERT, KCR, Chapter Commander, withessed by S
VAN BOGAERT, KGOR, Sir Antonio GUANSING, KGOR, Sir R
LAS, KGOR, Sir Albert AREVALO, KGOR and Sir Lino PARA
The affair was also visited by Minister & Consul Sir Roy ECRA

Speech of Sir Dominiek



of the Philippine Embassy, Father BAGO and Father Apollo DE GUZMAN who came straight from London. Also our Newsle
ter co-editor Sir Ronny FELIX and Lady Phoebe enjoyed the event which also featured a delicious prepared dinner and &
youth Filipino Folk Show, finalised by of course non stop ball room dancing.

Some impressions of the evening
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Father Apollo DE GUZMAN and Father BAGO Youngsters performing a famous Filipino dance

On May 30 a delegation of the our Chapter attended in Brussels the Powerdance Group concert and performance
Gt FylFflry3aayé o6t N&@SNI5FyO0S0 OK2NB23INI LIKSR o6& aNXw 52d3f |
Diamond also sponsored the event together with a lot of other organisations like Friendship for the Philippines and other
sponsors like Western Union and ASEANA. Minister ECRAELA afidn4akGracia Rola of the Phil. Embassy graced the
event of which the sponsoring was actively coordinated by Mrs. Dhell LULU, always in full swing for the Philippine Commu-
nity.




OnJune 9KOR Diamond attended at the BOZAR Centre for Fine Arts in Brussels the opening of a solo painting exhibit by
multi-awarded Filipino and UNICEF artist Manuel D. BALDEMOR, painter, sculptor, printmaker, writer and book illustrator.
In her speech, Ambassador Cristina G. ORTEGA extolled the works of the artist on which the European influences in cultur
could be found in his style and art. Also Honorary Knight of Rizal and former Belgian Ambassador to the Philippines Exc
Christiaan TANGHENnow Belgian Ambassador to Indonesiattended the affair together with our Honorary Consul Gen-

eral Sir Peter VAN BOGAERT, KGOR and our Honorary Consul, Sir Antonio GUANSING, KGOR, European Commander K
reception followed. The exhibit ended June 11.

* European and Philippine
SPLENDOUR

- An Exhibition of Paintings

By Manuel p, Baldemor

Announcement of the event Ambassador Ortega and M. Baldemor

Sir Peter and Ambassador Ortega Sl DEmIEls e LEe L Gl Sl il EEe;



General view
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Painting on linen

General view

Sir Peter and Sir Dominbiek
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OnsSun. June 1#he Philippine and Belgian Community celebrated the™Amniversary of Philippine Independence at Parc

du Cinquantenaire in Brussels together with representations of the different Belgian Chapters of the Knights of Rizal. Dia-
mond participated with a delegation of 25 Knights and their Ladies. Due to bad weather conditions the parade had to be
finalised earlier than scheduled and in the afternoon the Knights headed again the colourful parade, this time in sun and ful
swing. A toast on Philippine Independence! The celebration was organised by Koalisyon Para sa Kalayaan (KPSK) and w
headed by its president Sir Johnny VILLA of KOR Brussels Chapter.

oLl

Paradé in the rain Waiting for the official speeches
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Ambassador Ortega and officials Former Belgian Ambassador Christiaan Tanghe




Just a few weeks the Philippine Embassy would be temporary transferred to an office at 65 Avenue Louise, due to serious
renovationsg the Philippine Embassy building is now officially owned by the Philippine Government and is now totally Phil-
ALILA Y S W3 NEqday BelgiarNJoundl bffth@ Knight)of Rizal, headed by Sir Rudy NOLLAS, KGOR, organised a con
memoration program on the birthday of Dr. Rizal &ume 19at the garden of the Philippine Embassy. After welcome re-
marks, singing of the national anthem the program started very solemnly and in respect for the national hero whose statue
glances at the Embassy Garden. It were Sir Dominiek SEGAERT, KCR, Chap. Comm., together with Sir Paul VERLOO,
Chancellor of Diamond who lead flowers by our Chapter. After an introduction by our Regional Commander for Europe, Sir
Antonio GUANSING, KGOR and a message by Minister Sir Roy ECRAELA, each Chapter Commander spoke an inspirati
message. The event was also attended by the Kababaihang Rizalista headed by Lady FERNANDEZ. Diamond Chapter
tended with a delegation of (see group picture, from right to left) Sir Father BAGO, Sir Antonio GUANSING, Sir Kristoff MOR
TIER, Sir Guy WATERLOOQS, Sir Dominiek SEGAERT, Sir Dirk VANDEWEGHE, Sir Ronny FELIX, Sir Paul VERLOO and
BERGHMANShe event was followed by a salo salo.

Speech of Sir Dominiek The audience

Group picture Diamonds are forever



OnJuly 4the Rizal Brussels Chapter organised in Vilvoord
Fund Raising Night for the Scholarship Grant of the Knigh
Rizal, Supreme Headquarters, Philippines. The event wa
headed by Chapter Commander Sir Edmund Rojas, KCR|
KOR Diamond members also attended the affair.

3EO %Al OT A O40AO0T 1 OA6 ET £OI
Phoebe and Mayet

From July 1 till Aug. 20 Sir Dominiek & Lady Leah SEGYEREGO, KCR, enjoyed their summer holiday in the Philippines.
After a visit a KOR International Headquarters in Manila where the Belgian delegation vet BAMOS, KGORve ex-

tended our sincere wishes for a speed and good recovery of our Supreme Commander Sir ESGUERRA, who was hospitaliz
and could not be visited. Due to doctors advise Sir ESGUERRA will also not attend the European Assembly in Prague and v
be represented by Sir POBLETE of the Supreme CounciulyD8Sir Dominiek brought a courtesy visit to Sir Vicente
RAMOS, KGOR, Supreme Exchequer of the Supreme Council. Arranging some administrative matters and purchasing
medals and pins were also finalised with Mrs. Maureen FERNANDEZ of the secretariat of the KOR Headquarters.

OnJuly 6Sir Dominiek knighted His Excellency Grégoire VARDAKIS to Knight of Rizal in a Ceremony held at the Royal Belgi
Embassy at Ayala Avenue, witnessed by the Assistant of the Belgian Ambassador, Mrs. Anne BLOEMEN. The Knighting Ce
mony was followed by the Ceremony of Exaltation of Ambassador H.E. Grégoire Vardakis to Honorary Knight Commander o
Rizal, the ¥ degree. After giving over the appropriate medal and certificate to the Ambassador a warm applause followed.
Originally the Ceremony of exaltation would have been finalised by Supreme Commander Sir ESGUERRA who was at th:
time confined at the hospital.

|

Belgian Ambassador Grégoire Vardakis His Excellency Grégoire Vardakis, Sir Dominiek and
with Sir Dominiek, Lady Leah & Magalie the Assistant of the ambassador mrs Anne Bloemen



The Order of the Knights of Rizal

Supreme Council Manila — Philippines
Diamond Chapter — Antwerp — Flanders — Belgium — Europe

THE SUPREME COMMANDER

By virtue of the authonity in them vested by the Constination of the Order of the Kmghts of Rizal. hereby confers on

HIS EXCELLENCY GREGOIRE VARDAKIS
AMBASSADOR KINGDOM OF BELGIUM - EUROPE

to Knight Commander of Rizal, 3" degree of the Knights of Rizal Diamond Chapter in recognition of his dedication to the national
well-being and his continuing mterest in, and willingness to propagate, the lofty objectives of the Order and his dedication to the Philippines as
Ambassador for the Kingdom of Belgium and lus support for the Philippines and working for excellent bilateral relations between the Kingdom
of Belgium and the Republic of the Philippmes

Given on the 6th day of July, in the year of owr Lord. two thousand nine (2009) at 11 am. at the Royal Belgian Embassy — Makati — Manila
in the name of the Supreme Commander, Sir Virgilic ESGUERRA, KGCR — Manila — Philippines
by

Sir & Lady Dominiek & Leah SEGAERT-GALLEGO, KCR
Nominated Knight Grand Officer of Rizal, KGOR
Chapter Commander Diamond 2008-2010
Deputy Area Commander for Belgium
Distinguished Service Medal

Sir Dominiek offering the certificate
to His Excellency
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During the summer holiday our Chapter Commander brought a visit to the home town of Dr. Rizal, Calamba with again a
visit to the now green painted house of Rizal. The group was joined also by Sir Christian DONNERS, KOR of El Filibusteris
Chapter Belgium and now active in Cebu Chapter. After the visit we were joined by Sir Peter & Babes VAN BOGAERT, o
Special Assistant to the Supremo. A lunch and a visit to the Rizal Garden at the residence of Sir Peter & Babes in Lagur
finalised a nice day in full spirit of Rizal.

Sir Dominiek and Sir Christian in Rizal bust in
3EO 0AOAOB8O 2EUAI CAOAAT EI ’ASQEOdAbAOA060 CAOAAI
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OnJuly 21also a delegation of the KOR Diamond Chapter attended the Belgian National Day. Sir Dominiek SEGAERT, M
Reynaldo GALLEGO, Sir Johan DE BOECK, Sir Pros SLACHMUYLDERS, Chartering Commander were spotted among the
on a sumptuous reception held in Waterfront Cebu City Hotel organised by the outgoing Ambassador of Belgium and Mrs.
Grégoire VARDAKIS and the Consul Ad Honorem of Belgium and Mrs. Enrique BENEDICTO. A few weeks later Ambassa
VARDAKIS would leave after five years his diplomatic post. Currently he is assigned as Ambassador in Costa Rica. !
Grégoire VARDAKIS is followed by Ambassador H.E. Christian MEERSCHMAN, formerly Belgian Ambassador to Kazakhs
¢tKS / KINBS RQ! FFFANBA YR /2yadAgd 2F GKS wz2elf . St3xly 9
ception on Fridaysep. 186.30 p.m. at New Horizon Hotel in Mandaluyong City.

The Knights of Rizal Diamond Chapter congratulate H.E. Christian MEERSCHMAN and his wife with the new post in Mani
and wish them a good stay in the Philippines. To H.E. Grégoire VARDAKIS, KCR, Honorary Commander of Rizal, and his w
we sincerely wish good bye and good luck and hopefully till in Belgium on one or more activities of our Chapter, especially
our 1d" Chartering Anniversary KOR Diamond on Jan. 23, 2010.

BELGIUM®
NATIONAL

Group picture

BELGIUM
NATIONAL DAY

L Sl

Sir Johan De Boeck and Sir Dominiek With Sir Pros in Cebu
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BOARD MEETING KOR DIAMOND

T

OnFridaySep. 4the Diamond Chapter held itd"®oard meeting of_
the year at the residence of Sir Dominiek & Lady Leah in Kn
Plenty topics were discussed and among them were: activil.
Knokke Sep. 27, delegation & participation European Assembl
17-20, quiz and barbecue in Kruibeke Oct. 17, future of KOR
mond, elevations, suggestions, A Chartering Anniversary Jan.
acceptance new members and board members, ethics, wel
newsletter, life time membership. A dinner prepared by Leah f
ised the evening in Knokke. On the pictures we see the board
bers and wives.

BONN: ‘The Order of the Knights of Rizal gained a foot-hoid

in the BEuropean continent when the BONN CH A'\I'[- ER
was founded in this classical-style edifice on September
30, 1977. 'he Bonn Chapter swas \'v::,'_.nu.'vd bv H.E Siy

Gregorio Abad KGOR, Philippine Ambassador to Gernmany

from 1977 to 1934
The Bonn Chapter is the first chapter of the Order to be
established in Germany, which became the forerunncr of the
numerous Rizal Chapters now existing in several countnes
of BEurope
The building, located at Am Kurpark 6, which directly
faces the big wooded park of Bonn-Bad € iodesberg, served
aces bigy ]

- i i - R
as the Philippine Embassy/Chancery from 1972 to 1978

(Photo: Sir Celso A, Lacuna, KGOR)

§888585
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Final Schedule nfor 4th European Regional Assembly Prague

The Rnights of Rizal . S

4th European Regional Assembly

THEME: Keeping Alive the Friendship of Rizal and Blumentritt in the Future
WHEN: September 18 and 19, 2009 with Welcome Party on September 17 and
Blessing at the Infant Jesus of Prague Shrine (Sto Nino de Praga) on September 20.

TIMETABLE:

Sept 17, 2009 - Thursday

1:00pm — 3:30pm — REGISTRATION

TOP HOTEL CONGRESS PRAGUE,

Blazimoka 1781/4 - Prague, Czech Republic 14900
website: http://www.tophotel.cz

Tel: 420 267 284 111

4:00 pm — Buses are parked in front of Top Hotel to
bring Delegates to Clamm-Gallas Palace. Husova 20,
Prague www.prague.net/clamm-gallas . All Buses are
assigned with tour guides.

(Delegates are requested to wear uniforn)
5:00pm — 6:00pm — Clam-Gallas Palace.

Open Exposition of museum collection of Blumentritt and Rizal by Magister Stejskalova,
Curator of Ceske-Budejovice and Guided TOUR of Clam-Gallas Palace.

6:00pm — 7:30pm — PROGRAM at the Clam-Gallas Palace:
Welcome: Dr. Pavlicova Head of Prague-Aachem Cultural Club

Welcome remarks and presence acknowledgment of KOR Leaders from Chapter
Commander, NoubikkoUlanday

Acoustic Guitar Music by Cocoy, Emmanuel and Joey.

Welcome Remarks from Area Commander, Czech Amb. Sir Ludva, KGOR
Remarks from City Council of Litomerice Mayor Sir Chlupac, KCR
Remarks from UNESCO Commissioner Prof J. Lapuz

Blumentritt and Rizal Presentation by Mgr. Stejskalova, Curator of Ceske-
Budejovice
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Discussion — Open Forum on the Collection
Acoustie Guitar Music by Cocoy, Emmanuel and Joey.
Invitation for a glass of wine (Wine, drinks and finger foods after the program.)

Program coordinated by The Clam-Gallas’ Cultural Club Prague-Aachen, with
support from The Philippine Embassy, Ceske Budejovice Museum, The City of
Litomerice and the Prague Art Support. Speeches will be translated into Czech and
English by Jan Prochazka. Music at the gate by Cocoy. Emmanuel and Joey (Green
Apple)

7:45 pm — Buses are parked along the Parizska Street to bring
Delegates to PM Club, Trojicka 10, Praha 2 www.pmeclub.net

8:00pm — 12:00pm - Welcome PARTY at the PM Club &
Cocktail Music Bar. (Food and Drinks)

Welcome remarks by Regional Commander Sir Antonio
Guansing. KGOR.

Inspirational entertainment by various international
representatives.

All-time Favorite Song by Lady Ching Vianzon — Kababaihan
New Jersey

Poem Rendition of Mi Ultimo Adios by Lady Auria Taguiang —
London

Philippine Polk Dance by Kababaihan of Canada

Duet Song Rendition of Ang Bayan Ko by Sir Dr. and Lady Dra. Nepotente, Hamburg
Music Entertainment by Jennifer Colliantes from Canada and Filipino Group Green Apple
10:30 pm — Buses are park in front of the to PM BAR to bring the Delegates back to the
hotel. Bus leaves at 10:30, 11:-00 and 12:00 midnight.

Sept 18, 2009 - Friday - LITOMERICE

9:00am — 45-minute bus travel to Litomerice. Buses are
parked at the Top Hotel. www.litomerice.cz

10:30am —12:00
Travel to Litomerice with city tour and historical visits
to the places where Rizal and Blumentritt were.

15



Upon arrival in Litomerice will be floral offering to the final resting place of Prof. Ferdinand
Blumentritt. Then visit and flower offering to Rizal Park.

12:30pm — LUNCH at Salva Guardia. www.salva-guarda.cz
Message from the Chapter Commander of Litomeriee Mayor Sir Chlupac, KCR

2:30pm — 3:30pm -Assembly Program at the Litomerice Theater
- Presentation of Litomerice Projects

3:30pm — 5:00pm - Visit to Blumentritt-Rizal Museum Bastion
5:30pm — Bus leaves for Prague. Bus is parked in front of the Litomerice City Hall

6:30pm — Experience dinner in one of the coolest and most moderm beer bar in Prague at
The PUB- Pilsner Unique Bar. Veleslavinova 3, Prague 1

Traditional Czech Food. Drink-All-You-Can... Contests and Prices are waiting!
http:/www.thepubworld.com/en/praha-1/

10:30 pm — Buses are park in front of the to PM BAR to bring the Delegates back to the
hotel. Bus leaves ar 10:30, 11:-00 and 12:00 midnight.
Sept 19, 2009 - SATURDAY - PRAGUE

ASSEMBLY at the Top Hotel Congress Convention Center
Blazimoka 1781/4 - Prague, Czech Republic 14900 http://www.tophotel.cz

8:45 am — meeting place, Top Hotel Congress

9:15 am — Processional: Philippine Flag/Czech Republic Flag
Area Commanders, Deputy, Regional, Advisers, Supreme Counecil.

Program Host: Sir Dr. Sam Bernal, MD, PhD.

Call to Order — Supreme Council
Invocation

Philippine Natienal Anthem

Czech Narional Anthem

Pledge to the Philippine Flag

Welcome Remarks: Sir Noubikko Ulanday

Source speakers:

Sir Jaroslay Ludva, KGOR — Area Commander for Czech Republic
Sir Celso Lacuna, KGOR — Former Area Commander Germany
Sir Romeo Regis, KGOR — Supreme Couneil

10:15 - Coffee break
10:30 - Area Commanders Report
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